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Ann Arbor Civic Theatre 
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Towsley Auditorium 

THE NERD 
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Directed by 

Andy Ballnik 
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From the Director 

I was first introduced to The Nerd when I was attending school 

in NYC. At the time, I didn't think much of the show. Truthfully, I 

was forced to perform the show as it was for a grade. But as I read 

the script through and started to work on the show, I couldn't believe 

how funny it was. To this day, it is the only script that has made me 

laugh out loud when reading it and even after the many times I have 

read it so far, it still makes me laugh. And it will continue to make 

laugh. 

It has been a dream of mine to one day direct this show. I 

had the privilege of directing a shorter, smaller version for my 

high school alumnus, Divine Child High School in Dearborn, for 

a comedy festival a couple years ago. The experience only instilled 

in me the dream to direct the full version of the show, which is the 

dream that you're seeing tonight. 

I have often asked myself, what makes this show so funny? I 

don't think I will ever be able to answer that question for certain, but 

I do have some thoughts. There is nothing funnier in life than the 

plain simple truth. Tonight, you will see each character try and cope 

with the outrageous situations that they're put in, in the most truthful 

way possible and with the most honest reactions. There will be one 

moment in the show where you will say, "yeah, I've been through 

that:' And I think everyone can relate to the central character Willum, 

who is stuck in a rut. His life is too normal, too average. And with the 

introduction of his old army buddy, Rick Steadman, Willum realizes 

that life is not life without a little chaos. 

But most importantly, this show is pure entertainment at its 

best. So sit back, relax and be prepared to laugh. I guarantee you 

will! 

-Andy Ballnik 



Michigan's Most Convenient Bank 
Open 7Days~ 

Call us 7 days a week: 
1·800· TCF·BANK (823-2265) 

© 2005 TCF National Bank www.tcfexpress.com 

zoet1cwebworks 
Dynamic Internet Solutions 
Whether you're looking for help with one 
small project or need a partner for a com

prehensive, long-term web development 

venture, Zoetic Web Works is ready and 

eager to work with you. 

While it may sound smaltzy in this day of 

slick marketing and catchy slogans, our 
customers REALLY ARE our reason for being. 

We enjoy lhe challenge of developing 

solutions to the internet needs you've 

identified as important for your company. 

Check us out at www.@zw2.com! 

Member FDIC 

'yes, it really is that easy/" 

.. 
E-mail: info@zw2.com I Phone: 734-662-1800 



The Cast 
(in order of appearance) 

Willum Cubbert ........................................................ Nathaniel Fremuth 

Tansy McGinnis .................................................................... Joy Martin 

Axel Hammond ......................................................... Erik Wright-Olsen 

Warnock "Ticky" Waldgrave .................................... Edmond Reynolds 

Clelia Waldgrave .................................................................. Amy Bogetto 

Thor Waldgrave ................................................................. Oren Steiner 

Rick Steadman ............................................................. Dann Smallwood 

The Program 

The action takes place in Terre Haute, Indiana 
in the apartment of Willum Cub bert. 

Act One 

November 4th, 1984 

There will be a fifteen-minute intermission between acts. 

Act Two 
Scene 1 

Six days later. 

Scene 2 
The following day. 



The Cast 
Amy Bogetto-Weinraub (Clelia) 
Although a veteran of A2CT (past 
credits include Steppin' Out with 
Civic II, West Side Story, Fiddler on 
the Roof, Tommy, and Evita), Amy 
is thrilled to be in her first straight 
play, The Nerd. She's had a hard time 
keeping a straight face through re
hearsals, and would like to thank 
the cast for giving her much needed 
comic relief from her busy lifestyle. 
When not at rehearsal, Amy works 
as a music therapist in behavioral 
services at St Joseph Mercy Hospi
tal. She is also a full time mother to 
her beautiful daughter, Ava. Amy 
would like to thank Andy, Caitlin 
and January for giving her this fan
tastic. 

Nathaniel Fremuth (Willum) This 
is Nathaniel's first show since his 
lOth grade year in high school and 
his first show in which he stays on 
stage for more than a few minutes. 
He is currently attending Washt
enaw Community College and hopes 
to continue acting in some capacity 
in the future. He would like to thank 
the entire cast and staff of The Nerd 
for allowing him to participate in 
the wonderful experience that this 
show has been. 

Joy Martin (Tansy) is pleased to 
perform in her third show at A2CT, 
where she was last seen as a man
crazed anthropologist in On the 
Town.A student at EMU, Joy spends 
her time teaching her class of tena
cious toddlers, engaging in general 

mischief, and attempting to decide 
on a major. She'd like to thank her 
family for always cheering her on, 
Dann for finally coming around 
(Love you), and Sarah for being her 
ever-supporting partner in crime 
(or shopping, as the case may be). 

Edmond Reynolds (Warnock 
"Ticky"Waldgrave) is thrilled to be 
in his third A2CT production hav
ing appeared last year as Doc Gibbs 
in Our Town and most recently as 
Big Jule in Guys & Dolls. He recently 
directed Little Shop of Horrors in Sa
line, and is currently in production 
for directing his first A2CT show: 
The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, 
which premieres June 8, 2006. Fa
vorite roles include: Judge Turpin 
in Sweeney Todd, Miles Gloriosus in 
. .. Forum, FDR in Annie and Oliver 
Hix (quartet) in Music Man. Now 
remember, call me Ticky! 

Dann Smallwood (Rick) This is 
Dann's ninth show with AACT, 
having been in West Side Story, 
The Whos Tommy, Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat to 
name a few. However, this is the 
first non-musical he has done since 
high school. Offstage, Dann is a 
rather dashing postal clerk, and en
joys running, gaming, making fun 
of bad rap music and making hor
rific puns. He would like to thank 
the staff and cast of the show, es
pecially Joy. He would also like to 
thank his family and his friends ... 
both of them. He thinks this will 
be a memorable performance for 
everyone. 



Oren Steiner (Thor Waldgrave) 

is really excited about being in 

his third A2CT show. In previous 

A2CT shows he played Wally Webb 

in Our Town and a flying monkey 

in Dorothy Meets Alice. He has also 

been in the Young Peoples Theater 

production of Beauty and the Beast 

as a townsperson, spoon and crony. 

He is a fourth grader at the Hebrew 

Day School of Ann Arbor. His hob

bies include acting, singing and 

playing with friends. Oren would 

like to thank his parents for letting 

him audition, and his sister for get

ting him into show business. 

----------------

Erik Wright-Olsen (Axel Ham
mond) After an eight-year hiatus, 
Erik returned to the stage this year 
as Nicely-Nicely Johnson in A2CT's 
Guys and Dolls. His work in the 
prior century includes the drag 
King Herod in Jesus Christ Super
star, Young Fool in Big River, and 
Ed the xylophone-obsessed printer 
in You Can't Take it With You. This 
is his second go-'round with The 
Nerd, having been the sound op
erator for A2CT's 1993 produc
tion. Erik can also be heard in your 
home as the voice of the Michigan 
Channel, and he secretly hopes his 
spot in the Weakest Link contestant 
pool pans out into something, even 
though that show's been cancelled 
for years. 

Exper·ien('e auHwntit· ('trhdne and amhianee. 

fit 
c~OP 
HOUSE 
'------' . 

~· 
Premier American 

ChopHouse 
322S.Main 

Quite simply .•. seafood 
as it should be 

True Italian 
Cuisine 

ococc c cccoc 

Italian Country Cooking 
347 S.Main 

341 S.Main 326S.Main 

CARSON'S OD 
iUIIenrdllB~t.·o 

True American Favorites 
2000 Commonwealth 

Pick your dining pleasure in Ann Arbor! Heservations: 1-888 456-DINE 

Create our most po1ndar cuisine at horm~ with the n("w Mainstrt~et 
Ventun•s Cookbook! Now available at all of our rt~staurants. 





The Production Staff 

Andy Ballnik (Director) is proud 
to be making his directorial debut 
with A2CT with The Nerd. He has 
been previously seen onstage this 
season with West Side Story and will 
be again onstage later this season 
with The Best Little Whorehouse in 
Texas. Other shows with A2CT have 
been On The Town, Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
and Cabaret. Other performances 
have been Bye Bye Birdie (Albert), 
The Whos Tommy (Capt. Walker), 
Ragtime (Tateh), BIG (Josh), 
The Nerd (Rick Steadman), Miss 
Firecracker Contest (Delmount). 
Andy has also attended Wayne 
State University, where he majored 
in theatre and then moved to the 
American Musical and Dramatics 
Academy in New York City where 
he graduated in Musical Theatre 
Performance. He is currently 
attending Eastern Michigan 
University in the education 
program and hopes to teach and 
direct theatre at both the high 
school and college levels. He wishes 
to congratulate his cast for doing a 
fantastic job making a dream come 
true and the production staff for all 
their hard work and input into this 
show. Also thanks goes out to his 
family, friends and Kohl's family for 
all their love and support. 

Torey Berneis (Properties Master) 
This is Torey's 25th showwithA2CT! 
She has been a member since 1996, 
and has loved every minute of it. 
Her most recent (non) appearances 
have been as light board operator for 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, West Side Story and All 
My Sons, which she also designed 
the lights for! This season Torey has 
taken on the job of A2CT's newest 
Volunteer Coordinator. She would 
like to thank Suzi and Cassie for all 
their help, and encouragement with 
all her wacky ideas, Andy for being 
a great roomie, and Brandon for 
always being there. (when he isn't at 
the theatre). 

Rachel Francisco (Producer) 
has been involved in numerous 
productions, both onstage and 
backstage with Ann Arbor Civic 
Theatre for over 8 years. Congrats 
to the cast and crew of The Nerd for 
a hysterical production. 

Caitlin Frankel (Co-Assistant 
Director, Stage Manager, Co
Costumer) is most often seen on 
stage with A2CT, having recently 
completed a dream-fulfilling stint 
as Adelaide in Guys and Dolls. 
Other favorite roles include Hildy 
in On the Town, Carla in Prom 
Queens Unchained, and Columbia 
in The Rocky Horror Show. Caitlin 
will again be behind-the-scenes in 
June of 2007 when she directs and 
choreographs Hair for A2CT. Much 
love as always to co-star Dave and 
supporting feline, Mia. 



Nathaniel Madura (Lighting 
Designer) This is Nathaniel's third 
season with Ann Arbor Civic 
Theatre, in his time with A2CT he 
has designed lights for six shows. 
He has also been very active with 
A2CT's junior theatre program, and 
has designed lights for their last five 
shows. Nathaniel will be designing 
for one more show this season The 
Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, and 
he hopes you will be able to attend 
that production as well. During 
the day Nathaniel is an Engineer 
in Research with the University of 
Michigan Transportation Research 
Institute, and has a Bachelors 
Degree in Mechanical Engineering 
from Virginia Tech. 

January Provenzola (Co-Assistant 
Director, Choreographer, Co-

Costumer) This is January's first 
time behind the scenes for A2CT 
after several years of being on stage. 
Congratulations to the cast and 
Andy for a job well done. Love to 
Anthony, Nicolas, and baby to be. 

Bob Skon (Sound Designer) has 
been involved with A2CT for now 
his 5th season. He's been behind 
the scenes designing and running 
sound for Tommy, Pajama Game, 
Smile, Chicago, Fiddler on the Roof, 
Our Town, Cabaret and West Side 
Story. He has been on stage as an 
ensemble member in Evita and On 
the Town, and had the role of John 
Utterson in Jekyll and Hyde. Bob is 
also a singer/songwriter whose CD 
"2nd Time Around" was released on 
September 20th at the Firefly Club. 
www.bobskon.com. 

Players Present 

April 7 at 7:30PM 
AprilS at 2:00PM & 7:30PM 

Aprtl9 at 2:00PM 

Ellen Ewing Performing Arts Center 
Saline High School 
Ticket information: 
(734) 904-1874 or 

www.salineareaplayers.com 



LaSalle Bank Midwest N.A. 

Member FDIC 
e2006 LaSalle Bank Corporation 

Make a Sound Investment 

The Wealth Management Group of LaSalle Bank 

is proud to sponsor the Ann Arbor Civic Theatre 

and personal artistic growth. 

For more information, 

please call Paul Phillips, 

Vice President, at (734) 913-2761. 

LaSalle Bank 
ABN AMRO 



Membership Form 2005-06 

The Ann Arbor Civic Theatre (A2CT) is a nonprofit community 
theater that provides the citizens of Ann Arbor and the surounding 
region with opportunities to participate in all aspects of theater: 
performance, production, and appreciation. 

As has always been true, revenue from ticket sales alone cannot 
cover the entire costs of operating our community theater. We hope 
that you will join us as a supporter of this vibrant and venerable 
institution. In addition to providing support to keep A2CT fiscally 
sound, membership offers you: 

* a discount on Season Tickets 

* our "Spotlight" newsletter 

* a listing on lobby signage for gifts of $500+ 

* a listing in all of our show programs 

Basic Membership $25+ D 
Sponsor Level $50+ D 
Star Level $100+ D 
Director Level $250 + D 
Benefactor Level $500+ D 
Producer Level $1000+ D 

Name: __________________________________________ __ 

Address: ___________________ _ 

City: __________ State: ___ Zip: _______ __ 

Phone: ____________________ ___ 

Email: _____________________ ___ 

We accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover 
# ____________________________________ exp _____ _ 



2005 - 2006 A2CT Season Sponsors 
This performance and all of our current season's programs would 

not be possible without the support of the following people: 

Producers- $1,000 + 
Fred and Margaret Patterson 

Benefactors - $500 + 
Betsy and Robin Barlow 
Linda and Charles Borgsdorf 
Alisande Cutler 
Don and Pam Devine 
Robert Green 
Herbert Katz 
David and Mary Keren 
Matthew Steward 
Catherine Thoburn 

Directors- $250+ 
David and Sandra Anderson 
Anne and Richard Bauman 
Paul M. Bianchi 
Kevin Binkley 
Charles A. Carver 
Fred B. Kahle 
joe McKeown 
Edmond]. Reynolds 
Marci Rosenberg 

Stars- $100+ 
Mary]. Adamski 
Marian and Charles Allmand 
Timo Anderson 
Harlene and Henry Appelman 
Drs. Marjorie and ]ames Barnes 
Richard and Elissa Benedek 
Harry Benford 
Fran and Mark Berg 
Paul and Susie Berneis 
The Berry Family 
Ralph and Mary Beuhler 
Sue and jeff Booth 
Eunice Burns 
joyce A. Casale 
Cathy Cassar 
Ann B. Cassidy 
Dan and Muriel Converse 
Tiff Crutchfield 
Tanya Dabney 
Lyn and Art Davidge 
jean and john Debbink 
Margaret Diebold 
jim and Lois Dowling 
Allan Dreyfuss 
judge and Mrs. S.]. Elden 
Carol and john Eman 
Rachel Francisco 
Margaret and Howard Fox 
Margaret Gaugler 
Clement and Margo Gill 
Sue and C. E. Gingles 
Rodney Grambeau 
Brian Harcourt 
janet and David Harms 
Susan Harris 
Debbie and Norman Herbert 
jane and David Hughes 

David and Phyllis Husted 
Michael and Cynthia Irwin 
Thorn johnson 
Ed and Martha Kimball 
Leo and Christine Klausner 
Dick and Ginny Koester 
Seymour and Dorine Kroll 
jean Leverich 
Catherine Lilly 
Mary Louise Lowther 
Cassie Mann and Tom Steppe 
Ann and ]ames Mattson 
George A. Miller 
Ron Miller 
Martha Montoye 
joan Muskovitz 
Gig Olsen 
Michael and Mary Ann Parr 
Kim and Larry Perlman 
Patricia ]. Pooley 
David and Stephanie Pyne 
David and ]amie Renken 
Barb and Kelly Rigney 
john and Marilr,n Rintamaki 
Matthew & Emily Rogers 
Harold "Hal" Rothbart 
Larry Rusinsky 
Walter Scott 
Mary Ann Sellers 
Cliff and Ingrid Sheldon 
john and Roma Siller 
Robert and Elaine Sims 
Gene and Darlene Smith 
Anthony Snoddy 
Betsy and Vern Soden 
Eva and Ed Solomon 
Burnette Staebler 
Karen and Mike Szymanski 
Robert C. Urbanic 
Richard and Laura Van House 
Bruce T. Wallace 
Curt, Kathy, and Audrey Waugh 
Barb Wells 
Deborah Welsh 
Ellen Woodman 
David A. Wright 

Sponsors - $50+ 
jacqueline and Robert Anderson 
Lesfie Austin and Brad Vincent 
Linda Lee Austin 
William and Patricia Austin 
Gerald and Meridel Avrin 
Kathleen Bainbridge 
Claudia Bantel 
Carl A. Brauer ]r. 
Dennis and Carol Becker 
Mark Bernstein 
Cheryl Berteel 
Suzanne and Fred Beutler 
Wilber C. Bigelow 
David]. Boes 
Glenn and Emily Bugala 
Frances Bull 

jack Cederquist 
Albert and Alice Chambers 
Dixie and Charlie Cocagne 
Merle and Mary Ann Crawford 
Tawna and Damon Dabney 
Shirley A. Donnelly 
Ruth P.Dorr 
Melissa, jennifer, Alexis & ]on Elliott 
Helen Emmons 
Rich Fortner 
Amelia and Mary Franceschi 
Caitlin Frankel and Dave Rowe 
Doris and Leslie George 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Glysson 
Eileen and Laura Goldman 
Verna Goss 
Cozette Grabb 
William A. Gracie MD 
Mary K. and jerry M. Gray 
Linda Haffey 
Rose and john Henderson 
Robert and Elizabeth Herbst 
janet Woods Hoobler 
Carolyn, john and Alexander King 
Bob and Annette Koeble 
john and Margaret Laird 
Dale Larson 
William and judith Lynn 
Carmen and jack Miller 
Kittie Morelock 
Patsy Morita 
Y. Marcheta Morley 
Greg Morris 
Mary and Amir Mostaghim 
Ruth E. Munzel 
Mary Anne Nemeth 
Suzanne Northway 
Chris O'Brien 
Laura Olsen 
Randall and janet Peacock 
Pearlman Family 
Suzi Peterson 
Robert Pichler 
john Reiser 
jim and jackie Ritchie 
Samuel and Irene Rupert 
Marguerite and Marshall Shearer 
Wendy and Mike Sielaff 
BobSkon 
Martha Soper 
Chris and Sue Szymanski 
Emily Twanmo and Tom Stockton 
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Catherine Zudak 
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We apologize for any errors or omissions. Please contact A2CT for corrections. 
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support, items and more. We can't express our appreciation strongly 
enough! 
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AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL 
REHEARSAL /PERFORMANCE VENUE .... 
Conveniently located off State Street just minutes from downtown Ann Arbor ......... 

Beautiful state of the art facility .. . 
Seating capacity 11 00 .. . 

Large free parking area ••• 
Concert shell .. . 

"Also available: Drama lab/Black Box Theater" .. . 

RESERVING DATES FOR THE 2006-2007 SEASON I 
BEGINNING APRIL 1, 2006 

Ellen A. Ewing Performing Arts Center 
1300 Campus Parkway 

Saline, Ml 48176 

Contact Rebecca Groeb-Oriskill (734)429-8000 x2338 groebr@saline.k 12.mi.us 



Sponsors 

We extend our sincere appreciation to our sponsors, with
out whom our season would not be possible. We encourage 

you to support these community-minded organizations. 

Midwest Financial Credit Union 

Zoetic Web Works 

Michigan Radio 

LaSalle Bank 

Washtenaw Community College 

Home Depot 

Ann Arbor Commerce Bank 

Target Corporation 

TCFBank 



"We are pleased to support the Ann Arbor Civic Theatre 
and the Community we serve" 

- Richard G. Dorner 
Founding President & CEO 

ANN ARBOR COMMERCE BANK 
Celebrating Our lS'h Anniversary 

Experience- Trust- Personal Attention -Reliability 

2950 State Street South- Ann Arbor, MI 48104-734.887.3100 
Stop by, call, or visit our website- www.annarborcommerce.com 

We welcome new customers! Member FDIC 

PUB&EATERY 



Thanks, Ann Arbor 
Civic Theatre, for 76 years 
of Superb Entertainment 

~YAMAHA ~ 
Story & Cia rk 

~~ 
2333 E. Stadium Blvd. 

(734) 663-3381 • 1-800-968-5464 
sales®kingskeyboard. com 

"' ARBOR SPRINGS 
VVAJCH: CClfVlP/'\NY 

Qyality rf3ottled Water .Since 1926 

Natural Spring Water 

Distilled Water 

Hot & Cold Coolers 
for home • office • factory 

1440 Plymouth Rd. • Ann Arbor 
(enter from Jones Drive) 

CALL FOR DELIVERY 
734-668-8270 



~ct 06· season 
ANN ARBOR CIVIC THEATRE 'fooling around' 

the full monty 
directed b" wendy sielaff 

sep 14 ·•7. 2oo6 
lydia mendelssohn theatre 

tom jones 
directed ~jimmy dee arnold 

nov 9·1;l.2oo6 
towsley auditorium 

sweet charity 
directed by edmond reynolds 

Jan 11·14. 2oo7 
lydia mendelssohn theatre 

th~ct!d;I1JE=w~t 
mar 1S·18.2oo7 
towsley auditorium 

cactus flower 
directed by cassle mann 

apr 19·22. 2oo7 
towsley auditorium 

hair 
directed by caitlin frankel 

Jun 7·1 0. 2oo7 
lydia mendelssohn theatre 

fooling around with ... STRIPPERS 

A group of down-and-out steelworkers stages a vel}' revealing 
show to raise cash in this raucous musical comedy based on the 
smash-hit British movie. 

fooling around with .. .WOMEN 

Infamous rake Tom jones romances and swashbuck/es his way 
through Eighteenth-cenml}' England in this bawdy, boisterous 
comedy. 

fooling around with ... THE WRONG GUYS 

Charity Hope Valentine, a dance hall hostess, dreams of Jove and 
marriage but can't seem to find the right candidate in this frothy 
musical comedy by Neil Simon. 

fooling around with ... MAGIC 

An enchanted island, a magical ex-duke, and a pair of star
crossed lovers-Shakespeare is at his best in this delightful, 
romantic comedy. 

fooling around with ... UNMARRIED MEN 

A confumed bachelor dentist invents a wife and family to keep 
from committing to his girlfriend in this zany homage to free Jove 
and go-go boots. 

fooling around with ... 
SEX. DRUGS and ROCK 'N' ROLL 

It is the dawning of the Age of Aquarius, where long-haired hip
pie-types clash with the establishment in this pro-Jove, anti-war 
musical of the late sixties. 

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION: 
CALL 734.971.2228 OR VISIT WWW.A2CT.ORG 
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