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Ann Arbor Civic Theatre 
CenterStage Productions Presents 

THE 
SECRET 
6ARDEN 

The Tony Award Winning Musical 
by Marsha Norman and Lucy Simon 

Directed by Joy Baker Dennis 
Choreography by Ann Chapman 

Musical Direction by Richard Berberian 

A BIT OF EARTH 
WHERE LOVE CAN BLOOM 

April24-27 
Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre 

Call (313) 971-2228 

STEVEN LIEBER (313) 996-0803 
CARTOONIST 

ILLUSTRATOR- STORYBOARD ARTIST 

for Tickets and Information 

PEOPLE DANCING \Yhlt!ey Selraklan and Dancers 
March 7·10 
Nleveningoloriginalchoreographybyoompanym<mber>WhiUeySetraklan 
and Ten1 San1s (Loose lh~J. as well as guest artists Jeremy Steward and 
Markus Wlsc.hmeyer. A smorgasbord of dance, theatre, multi-media and 
music represents the new collaborative style of this trencl·settlng company. 

THE MAIDS: bY. lean Cfnet 
March 14·11, 21·24 
Two maids both lovo and hate !heir mist=. They obsessively enact thelr 
fantasy of her murder. A master ct arta'k:e. Genet creates a living Escher 

SENSIBL~~=:~·~~dlsappears. 
March 28· 31 (Thursday Is sold out) 1 
a.k.a. comedic femlnlstterror1sts Through soog and sketch, these witty L1 
Londoners create shows that are both wildly Irreverent and relentlessly 
Intelligent. You II laugh tU It hurts. Don tblameSensJblefootwear. They ,.Just 
telling the truth! A fullky footwear Contest at each periixmanc.e. 

Info & Reservations call 313 • 663 • 0681 

I 
e 

Michigan's 
#1 

Furniture Retailer 
• For Quality 
• For Value 
• For Service 
• For Selection 

We Do More For You 

I 
ANN ARBOR: 425 Eisenhower Partcw•y 

' 
(313) 747-7170 



March6,7,8&9, 1996 

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre CenterStage Productions 

Presents 

R.U.R. 
(Rossum's Universal Robots) 

Written by 

Karel Capek 

Directed by 

Dana Buck 
Featuring 

Produced By 

Tom Coogan 

Charles Sutherland Melanie J. Wilson 

Phillip Matora Mary L. Pettit Tom Underwood Ric Smith Ed Morin 

Erica Dutton Ben Tabios Carrie Favre Andy Jentzen Peter J. Dennis 

Setting: The Cybernetics Lab ofRossum's Universal Robots, Inc. on an island in the Pacific Ocean 

Time: 20 minutes into the future .. 

CAST 

In order of Appearance 
Alquist Phillip Matora 
Primus Ric Smith 
Robot Helena Melanie J Wilson 
Domin Charles Sutherland 
Sulla Erica Dutton 
Marius Ric Smith 
Helena Melanie J Wilson 
Fabry Mary L. Pettit 
Gall Tom Underwood 
Heller Andy Jentzen 
Etta Carrie Faivre 
Radius Ben Tabios 
Robot Peter J. Dennis 

PLAY 
Order of Performance 

Prologue: Cybernetics Lab- R.U.R., Inc. 
Act I: Office of the Central Director of 

Act II: 
Rossum's Universal Robots, Inc. 
Same Location- I 0 Years Later 

There will be a 15 minute intermission 
betweenActs II & III 

Act III: 
Act IV: 
Epilogue: 

Same Location- I hour Later 
Same Location- 5 Years later 
Cybernetics Lab- R. U .R., Inc. 

Lydia Mendelssohn Theater 
R. U.R. is presented by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc. 



R. U.R. eaa & ezw 
R. U.R. (Ja4t -..fi4td ~k<'eaU, 

Peter J. Dennis (Robot)- This is Peter's 1st Civic Theatre production. A recent graduate in Biology from MSU, Peter is a 
1st year dental student at the U. ofM. (Who will he cheer for now?) Theater runs in Peter's family. He started in tech work 
14 years ago in the Fort Wayne Civic Theatre. Stage credits include "Jesus Christ Super.uar" with the Dexter Players. 

Erica Dutton (Sulla) - Erica recently appeared in "Remember Me " at the Performance Network. Prior to that, she was in 
"Lazarus Convening ", "Gin", "Quartet " "/,e.~ Belles Souers " and ''A Day in the Death of Joe Egg " (also directed by 
Dana Buck). When not performing, Erica has worked as a Producer and Stage Manager. When not having fun in the 

theater, Erica is a Psychotherapist, primarily working with people who have a chronic or long tenn illness. 

Carrie Faivre (Etta)- Carrie is another 1st time Civic 'lbcatrc performer. Auto racing has ftrst priority in Canie's life. She 
currently is the I Iistorian for Penske Racing, which keeps her on the racing circuit a good portion of the year. She hopes to 
build a career in Public Relations in the automotive racing world. Her stage credits include ""Androcles and the Lion". 

Andy Jentzen (Heller) - When he's not on TV or in commercials, Andy has been making people laugh by doing stand-up 
comedy from California to Michigan. Having trained in Detroit and Los Angeles, we are happy that Andy chose to return 
to Michigan and that he could join us in this production. 

Phillip Matora (Alquist) - Phillip is a seasoned veteran, having pclfonned with 13 theater groups. His credits span the 
range from comedy in the "'Odd Couple" to tragedy in "Of Mice and Men" and classics such as "Midsummer Night',, 
Dream" "Lysistrada", and "Christmas Carol". Philllip' s Civic Theatre credits include "I'm Not Rappaport", "Watch on 
the Rhine", "A Macbeth" and "Woyczyk". Phil has the distinct (and mutual) pleasure of being married to Mary L. Pettit. 

Ed Morin (Berman) - Besides acting, Ed is a published poet, translator, technical writer and Cub Scout leader. This is Ed's 
ftrst production with AACT. He has appeared with the U of M G&S Society in "The Mikado" and in "Robinson Cnuoe" 
for the Comic Opera Guild and "Tobacco Road" with the Detroit Repertory Theatre. 

Mary L. Pettit (Fabry) - Mary L. is delighted to work with Dana again. She began with AACT in 1973 in "Thieves' 
Cam iva/" Other shows include "Tartu!Je ", "Robber Bridegroom ", "The Dining Room", "Steel Magnolias" and 
"Jacques Brei i.~ Alive .. "(also directed by Dana). Under the direction of Simon Ha, Mary L. performed in "Woyczyk", 
"I 'm Not Rappaport" and "Due/for One" at AACT, as well as "Jacques and His Master", "1-rankie and Johnnie in the 
Claire de Lune" and "Quartet" at Performance Netv.'ork. Mary L. teaches acting in Ann Arbor and Birmingham 

Ric Smith (Primus)- Ric double majored in Theater and the Entertainment Industry and earned a B.A. at the U. ofM. This 
is his first production with AACT, but he has appeared in several at the U. of M., including "Auricula Matricula" Ric 
currently is a Production Assistant at the Kelsey Museum, but plans to head west to L.A. in the fall to pursue his career. 

Charles Sutherland (Domin) - Charles is well known in the theatrical field. He has appeared in numerous productions for 
/\ACT, including "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest ", "Seascape ", "Cat On a Hot Tin Roof' and "Shadow Box" He 
has also appeared in "The Sorcerer" for the U. of M. G&S society. When not on stage, Charles has been involved in 
producing and directing several works, while still finding time to sing with the vocal ensemble "Encore" 

Ben Tabios (Radius) - Ben appeared in "Jeffi·ey" for AACT and "Angels in America" for the Michigan Basement Theatre. 
Ben studied Theater at Purdue University. His theatrical credits at Purdue include "As Is", "The Indian Wants the Bronx", 
"Romeo & Juliet" and "Wandering". Ben would like to thanks his friends for al1 their support with a special kudo to 
Becky, who has given him inspiration to pursue what he loves best- to ACT! 

Tom Underwood (Gall)- A Psychologist in real life, Tom has probably seen every B-gradc horror and science fiction film 
made from 1940 to 1958. A fan of television's Golden Age, Tom says the the episode "Nightmare" from "Outer Limits" 
and the ''Twilight Zone's" "Six Characters in Search of an Exit" both had a profmmd eOCct on him. Recently, Tom was in 
AACT's production of "Accomplice", for which he was nominated for Best Comedic Actor by the Ann Arbor News. 

Melanie J. Wilson (Helena/Robot Helena) -Melanie is excited to be in her first Civic Theatre production. A recent 
graduate from Wright State University with a BFA in acting, Melanie's stage credits in Dayton include "Hamlet" and 
"Steel Magnolias" at the Festival Playhouse, "Romeo and Juliet " and "Midsummer Night's Dream " with the Rlue Jean 
Shakespeare Company and '"Tis a Pity She's a Whore" at the Celebration Theatre. 



R.U.R. ~ St4{- & Skutt.~ -Li4ted~ 
Cheryl Berteel (Properties)- Cheryl has performed various and sundry tasks for AACT in the past year. One of her most 

important (if unsung) tasks has been to be the "Official Sign Changer" at our theater on Platt Road. Having been stuck to 
that sign recently (in a blizzard of all things) while putting up the sign for "Rosencrantz and Guilderstern Are Dead", 
Cheryl was glad to be involved in a production that only has 3 letters in the title. 

Gregg Blossom (Lighting Operator) - Gregg comes to MCT from the Performance Network, where he has lent his 
technical skills in several productions including "Remember Me" and "A Better Way to Die" He has also performed in 
"Gods pel/" and "God'.~ Favorite" When he has time, Gregg enjoys woodworking, photography, music and computers. 

Dana Buck (Director) - A veteran of over 25 years in the theater, Dana has been an actor, director, designer and technician 
here in Michigan as well as Ohio and New York. For AACT, Dana has appeared in "Bullshot Crnmmond", "Arsenic and 
Old Lace" and ""Lion in Winter". He directed "Jacques Brei" and "Joe l!,gg" His Stage Manager credits are numerous, 
including "M. Butterfly". He is a member of the AACT Board of Directors and a "doo-wop" singer with the "Gelcaps". 

Carol Buttrum (Head Usher) - Carol has assisted as an usher for several AACT shows. As of our production, Carol "ill 
be taking on the leadership of the AACT ushering crew, without whose help we could not open our show. 

Gail Christopherson (A!V Production) - Gail comes to our production straight from the science fiction community. 
Having recently participated in the "Deviant Confusion" Sci-Fi convention, Gail is our best judge of the "Sci-Fi" feel of 
our show. Gail will be assisting with the audio-visual presentation. 

Tom Coogan (Producer)- This is Tom's first outing as a Producer lor AACT. 1-le appeared last fall in "As You Lik£ It", but 

is normally found backstage handling Properties. His Props credits include "M. Bullerjly", "Accomplice", "Oklahoma", 
"Master Harold am/the Boys" and ''Mornings at Seven". He thanks Betty Wamback for teaching him how to run Props. 

Barb Daniels (Head Usher) - Barb is the MCT Volunteer Coordinator, a member of the CcntcrStage and Marketing 

conunittees and has organized the ushering crew for many shows. Her work on hehalf of our show is very appreciated. 

Joy Baker Dennis (Stage Manager) - Joy is directing !\ACT's upcoming production of "The Secret Garden" Her 

theatrical credits are many. For AACT, she has directed Lend Me A Tenor", acted in "Spoon River Anthology" and did 
Costume Design for '"Oklahoma" and "Candida" She is a member of the AACT Board of Directors, the AACT 
Librarian, a frequent volunteer in our office and she chaired the CenterStage Play Selection Committee for this season 

Mishka Dudash (Associate Producer)- Mishka has a great love for theater and a wide range of talents, both on-stage 

and behind the scenes. She recently ran Sound for ''M. Butteifly" and has appeared on stage in several productions in 
California. A native of Ann Arbor, Mishka returned to our environs last year after several years on the West Coast. 

Matt Fulton (Web Page Coordinator) -After a hiatus from theater, Matt returned to the stage last year as a Kurogo in 
"M. Butterfly" Matt's prior involvement in theater has been primarily backstage. He has been a Technical Director for the 
Performance Network, the Ann Arbor Medieval Festival and the touring production of"'Brigadista" For "R.lJ.R. ",Matt 
has been leading the charge into hyperspace by putting together our Web Page advertising, a first for AACT. 

Kathi Genik (Running Crew) - Kathy loves to work behind the scenes, especially in costumes. She was involved in 
costumes for "M. Butteifly" and "Blithe Spirit" She has also been involved in several productions in Saline, including 
"Finian 's Rainbow", "Annie Get Your Gun" and a very recent production of "Guys and Dolls". 

Chuck Griffin (Set Construction Coordinator/Properties)- Chuck began with MCT as a set builder for "Private 
Lives". He continued in that area tOr "Jeffrey" & "Ro.vencrantz and Guilder.vtern are Dead" Chuck worked backstage on 
"M Butteifly" and ran Props for the recent production of "Blithe Spirit'' Chuck keeps thinking of taking a break from 
theater, but he just cannot seem to say "No" when opportunity (or a worried Producer) knocks. 

Deborah (Deb) Korastinsky (Technical Coordinator)- Deb is in her 3rd season withMCT. She holds a BFA in 
technical theater and costume design and her normal habit is to be working on several projects at once. Along with 
"R. U.R. ",Deb is working on "The Secret Garden", AACT's upcoming Spring Musical. She is also designing costumes 
for the next show at the Purple Rose Theatre, and there is always children's theater ... 

Joan Korastinsky (Costume Designer) - This is Joan's first Costume Designer assigmnent for an MCT CenterStage 
production. She designed costumes for "One Hew Over the Cuckoo's Nest" and ran Props for "West Side Story'" and 
"Private Lives" Joan served as a Production Assistant on "M. Butterfly" and enjoys helping out wherever possible. 

Mike Limmer (Lighting Designer) - Mike has been active in AACT for many years, including six years on the MCT 
Board of Directors. During those years, he served as Vice President and Treasurer of AACT. Mike has a wealth of 
experience behind the scenes. His lighting design credits include "Broadway Bound" and "Brighton Beach Memoirs". 



R.U.R.~Sf4/&S'-f3t--Li4td~ 
Steve Lieber (Graphics Designer) - Steve is an accomplished artist and cartoonist. We owe him a great round of applause 

for the design and production of the artwork we have on our cover and posters. Steve is a science fiction enthusiast and a 
professional cartoonist. He is nev~· to the theatrical arts, but we hope he will now be a part of /\ACT for years to come. 

Glen Massey {Sound) - Glen can be a real blast, especially when handling p)TOtcchnics as he did in "Accomplice" Glen is 
a set builder, stage hand and all around helper. He has been involved in productions at the Perfonnance Network and built 
the set for "Guys and Dolls" in Saline. Glen was with the Opus Mime production of "The Passion " for five years. 

Darla Miller {Properties)- Theatrically, Darla' s roles have included that of"thc sheep, "the screaming woman" and "the 
townswoman". Lest she be known as "the robot", Darla jumped at a chance to gather props for "R. U.R." Professionally, 
she delivered circus tickets for the Knights of Columbus and telephone books in Detroit and worked at a funeral home. 
Recently, she has been a freelance writer and is employed at the U of M Medical Center. Personally, Darla longs to live a 
ho·hurn life, but keeps getting hooked into helping bchind·the-scenes, which is something she finds anything but boring. 

Rosemarie Rothe (Make-Up & Hair Designer) - Rosemarie is better known as the "Make--Up Wizard" She enjoys 
making people look young, old, glamorous, gruesome and for this show, "out of this world" Rosemarie is often asked 
how she became involved in doing makc·up for AACT. Her reply is that "I showed up at theater 13 years ago and said I 
want to get involved and here I am still involved and enjoying (almost) every minute of it" 

Eric Schultz {NV Designer) - Eric (the C) spawned in one of the many ancient libraries on the University of California at 
Berkeley and emigrated to Ann Arbor following some arcane instinct. He enjoys chasing accidents in an ambulance, 
playing with swords and writing. He dreams of conquering the world, but that will have to wait until after medical school. 

Erik Yokum (Web Page & Audio Visual Production)- Erik (the K) is filling a dual role in our production. lie 
worked with Matt Fulton to set up our very own Web Page and he will assist Eric (the C) with the audio·visual effects. 

R. U.R. St49< ~ tJ-. - We arc extremely fortunate to have had the assistance of the following students and faculty 
from the College of Architecture and Urban Planning. 'lbese people designed and constructed the set for our production; 

Jason Barish, Heidi Berner, Ray Chi, Leigh Christy, William DuBose, Scott Earhardt, Dean Enell, 

Scott Heywood, Steve Kim, Chris Kretovic, Gina Martin, Jessica Moore, Eli Neiburger, Matt Totilo, 

Professor Bradford Angelini 

Detroit MI48212 (313) 365-11()() 
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Robin & Betsy Barlow 

AACT Operational Gifts 

ANGEL 
Ed Lesher Cruse & Virginia Moss Bob & Marina Seeman 

DIRECTOR'S CIRCLE 
Ann Arbor Eye Care David & Mary Kcrcn 

llclcnc & Robert Abrams 
Clarles & Marian Allmand 

M.A. Baranowski 
Mr. & Mrs. !larry Benford 

Fred & Suzanne Beutler 
Wilbur & Alyce Carlene Bigelow 

Charles & Linda Dorgsdorf 
Bmce & Mickey Bowman 

Muriel D. Bradley 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hrown 

Robert & Karen Collins 
Ronald Cresswell 
Mrujorie Cripps 

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Dale 
Barb Daniel 

John D. & Jean lJcbbink 
Joseph C. & Nan Decker 
Jack & Barbara Dempsey 

Joy & Patrick Dennis 
Donald & Pamela Devine 

Tom & Jean Dickinson 
Stephen B., Judy, Kaley 

&Mac Dobson 
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Dobson 

Mary J. Adamski 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert E. Anderson 

Mr. And Mrs. William Austin, Jr. 
Ruth M. Barnard 

Drs. James & Marjorie Barnes 
Bruce Benner 

Chuck Blackman & Trdcey Wentz 
Frances E. Bull 

Dr. A Craig Cattell 
Barbara A Cooper 

Jerome L. Epstein, M.D. 
Adele Ewell 

George & Kathryn Foltz 

Forrest Alter 
Peter Bauland 
Maian Cope 

Kathryn Clark & Dr. Robert W. Ike 
Virginia II. Donahey 

Ruth P. Dorr 
Richard W. Fortner 

SUPPORTING PLAYERS 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward F. Domino 

Judge & Mrs. S.J. Elden 
Marian Elliott 

Sheldon & Ethel Ellis 
Phyllis Foster 

Roger & Margaret Gaugleu 
Elizabeth Needham Graham 
Rodney & Patricia Gmmbeau 

Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Gray 
Linda Greene 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry L. llallock 
Dick Hamparian & Karen Be1ming 

Wendy & Steve I tiller 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Herbst 

lrcnc Hess 
Emily, Pam & Steve Home 

Cheryllluey, M.D. 
Wilfred Kaplan 

Mr. & Mrs. David F. Kercn 
Mrs. Mildred Koen 

Jan Koengetter 
Barbara Kulkis 

Leslie & Susan Loomans 

CHORUS 
Dr.&~Frye 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert lloffman 
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Holtz 

Janet lloobler 
Leo & Chris Klausner 

Dr. & Mrs. William L. Knapp 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Krall 

Mrs. Pearl Marming 
David & Judy Matthews 

Elizabeth & Sheila Merrak 
John Mills 

Dr. & Mrs. George Morley 
Veltajean Olson 

CAST 
I ludson-Thomasson Family 

Del & Ralph Ilulett 
Dr. & Mrs. David J. Knesper 

Judith & William Lynn 
Donald & Elizabeth McNair 

Dorothy & Rev. Canon G. Alexander 
Milk-r 

Ruth & Herbert L. Munzel 

Ed Marsh 
Linn Matich 

Jack & Jane Mcisenhelder 
Polly Miller, Miller & Associates 

David Owens 
Fred Patterson, M.D. 

Willaim & Betty Pierce 
Lois & William Porter 

David & Joan Robinson 
Rosemarie & Alan W. Rothe 

Judith Dow & Don Rwnelhart 
Richard & Norma Sams 

Carol Sheldon 
Cliff & Ingrid Sheldon 

Sue & Ulrich Stoll 
Max & Sue Supica 

Ronna & Kent Talcott 
Mary Jane Thomson 

Nancy Urquiola 
Betsy Valvo 

Laura & Richard Van !louse 
Peter A Ward 

Jolm T. Williams 
Astrid Zelazny 

Drs. Rhoda & Edward Powsner 
Elizabeth Rogers 

Don & Linn Sandberg 
Janet Scales 

Dr. & Mrs. WilliamS. Smith 
La\\>Tence & Doris Sperling 
Bob & Joyce Elliott Squires 

Mr. M.JI. Soiderer 
l3arbara & Michael Steer 

Estelle Titiev 
William & Julie Voms 

Mr. &Mrs. W.M. Weber 
Marion T. Wirick & James Morgan 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Phillips 
Mr. & Mrs. Orad Pritts 

Dr. Daniel & Robin Remick 
Eugene & Alida Silvennan 

Jerry & Dorothy Sims 
!Iinde R. Socol & John Hall 

Peter D. Vrecde 
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